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Statewide Drought?  Perhaps Seeing is Believing.

It has been said a picture is worth a 
thousand words, so this month there 
are pictures included in the mailing for 
you to see, and share with family and 
friends.

These pictures are of Lake Oroville 
which is a major reservoir for supply-
ing water to much of California.  One 
picture was taken in 2005, the other 
picture was taken late in the year in 
2008.  Both pictures were taken from 
similar vantage points.  As you can see, 
the water has receded dramatically in 
this three year period; notice the tree 
lines in both pictures.  It is anticipated 
the water level in Lake Oroville has re-
ceded more by January of 2009.

On the reverse side of the photo page 
is a chart provided by the Department 
of Water Resources.  The chart shown 
is for the month of December 2008.  
It shows the water level of each ma-
jor reservoir in the state’s water supply 
system.  The amount of water in each 
reservoir is measured in Acre Feet (this 
would be on foot of water covering one 
acre of land, or 325,900 gallons of wa-
ter).  The legend for reading the chart 
is on the upper right side of the page.

As you can see, the drought is still 

very much a statewide concern.  Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger declared an offi-
cial statewide drought on June 4, 2008.  
Nothing has changed; the recent rains 
have not ended the drought.  In fact, 
the recent rain was very much like a 
“drop in the bucket” when compared to 
the water needed to restore the state’s 
water system to satisfactory levels.

TCWD Water Conservation Ordi-
nance

On January 1, 2009, TCWD’s revised 
Water Conservation Ordinance went 
into effect.  This ordinance was adopted 
from the draft model ordinance provid-
ed by Metropolitan Water District (MET) 
to special districts and cities within the 
MET service area.

Please recall earlier ON TAP issues ad-
vised that MET has imposed a manda-
tory 15% water use reduction during 
the 2009 year on all special districts 
(TCWD is one) and cities within the MET 
service area.  As you might anticipate, 
the ordinance has stricter and clearly 
defined provisions concerning the use, 
and more importantly, waste of water.  
It is TCWD’s intent to encourage water 
conservation, educate consumers about 

http://www.tcwd.ca.gov/pdf/lake.pdf
http://www.tcwd.ca.gov/pdf/drought.pdf


wise water use, and incrementally be-
gin imposing the provision of the new 
ordinance.

A good start and perhaps a good new 
year’s resolution, is to attempt to use 
10% less water a day.  Think of this 
as approximately 20 gallons per per-
son.  This should be a family effort.  
Check the District’s website at www.
tcwd.ca.gov/conservation.htm or www.
bewaterwise.com for some easy water 
saving tips.  Of course the greatest sav-
ings in water use will occur with out-
door landscaping.  The new ordinance 
has put in place specific conditions for 
residential landscaping.  This TCWD Or-
dinance may be viewed at:  www.tcwd.
ca.gov/pdf/ordinance.pdf.

The Regular Board Meeting is held on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. at the District office located 
at 32003 Dove Canyon Drive, Trabuco 
Canyon.  The public is encouraged to 
attend.

A reminder, if you pay your utility 
billings through your bank and des-
ignate the due date of your water 
bill as the date for payment, you 
might be risking a late fee.  This 
is due to the fact that the bank’s 
payment process may delay the 
payment to the District until after 
the due date.  If this occurs, the 
payment will be considered late 
even though the funds have been 
removed from your account on the 
due date.

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

December 6, 2008 -  Received a pre-• 
sentation relating to Water and Re-
claimed Water System Rate Study.
Received a presentation relating to • 
an Ordinance Adopting a Mandatory 
Water Conservation Plan.
Awarded contracts for the Eastglen • 
and Pinebluff Drive pipeline proj-
ects.
December 17, 2008 - Two newly re-• 
elected Directors were administered 
the Oaths of Office.
Elected a new Board President and • 
Vice President.
Assigned Committee Members and • 
agency representatives.
Adopted an Ordinance relating to a • 
Mandatory Water Conservation Plan 
and took other actions relating to 
the Plan.
Directed staff to forward a notice of • 
proposed water rate increases.
Received status updates relating • 
to the Baker Regional Water Treat-
ment Plant and Rose Canyon and 
Lang Wells Upgrades to Treatment 
Facilities.
Considered an adjustment of rates • 
for legal services.
Conducted Closed Sessions.• 
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We welcome your comments, sugges-
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